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GREETINGS FALCON FAMILIES!
 
We've made it through the �rst nine weeks of school together and we are excited about what
the second nine weeks of school has in store for us. By now, we trust that you have
established a line of communication with your child's teacher(s) and we hope that your family
is a well-informed Falcon family. After school, each day, make it a routine practice to ask your
child about their learning for the day. For every lesson, your child should be able to share with
you the following:

What they are learning. (Learning Target)
Why they are learning it. (Relevance)
How they will know that they have learned it. (Success Criteria)

 
By working together, we will have another successful nine weeks of school for all of our
students. Have a safe and enjoyable fall break!
 
With Falcon Pride,
Dr. Erica Wakefall
LEAD | LEARN | LOVE | GROW





READY NEWS
In October we will be continuing our Fall theme. Spiders and pumpkins will be our theme for
October. We will continue to learn all about the season of Fall, and we will do many activities
with spiders and pumpkins. Our colors for the month are orange and black. The shape of the
month is the triangle. Our letter focus will be S and P. Our number focus will be 5 and 6. The
book of the month will be “The Very Busy Spider” by Eric Carle. You can �nd this book on
YouTube and share it with your child. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Brn7LlA-_CE. 
We will also enjoy singing the familiar song, The Itsy-Bitsy Spider, and the Five Little Pumpkins
�ngerplay. We will continue to talk and look for the many signs of Fall by using our �ve senses
while we are outside for recess. We will explore the parts of a pumpkin, learn about how it
grows, and even taste some pumpkin seeds. At the end of the month, we will be taking a
virtual �eld trip to the pumpkin patch. 
 
Thank you,
The Ready Team

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Brn7LlA-_CE


PRE-K NEWS
October will be a month full of Fall fun activities. The themes for the month of October will be
Apples, Pumpkins, and Fall. We think the children will really enjoy these themes. They will
investigate the parts of an apple, participate in pumpkin exploration, go on a Fall leaf hunt all
while incorporating math, and learn through fun no-bake cooking activities. Please take some
time to read to your child each night, and practice �rst and last name writing, counting, letters
of the alphabet, sounds, and number recognition.
 
Thank you,
The Pre-K Team

KINDERGARTEN NEWS
We have had a great �rst quarter of school and we hope everyone enjoys their fall break! As
we begin the 2nd quarter, we will be learning about how to retell familiar stories in reading.
You can help support your child with this skill by reading with them at home and having them
retell what happened in the beginning, middle and end of the story. Please read with your child
for 30 minutes every night and practice your child’s sight words with them. When students are
able to read words by sight it helps them to become �uent readers. In Science, students have
been completing exciting experiments to learn about motion and force. They will begin to
learn about the difference between the day and night sky this month. Students have been
counting objects to 20 in math. You can practice this with your child at home with objects
around the house. They can also write the number for how many objects they counted. The
�rst GKIDS reports will be sent home at the end of October to update you on your child’s
academic progress. Make sure you are regularly checking Remind for messages from your
child’s teacher as well as their daily communication folder for homework and updates on your
child’s day. Thank you so much for your support and if you have any questions, please contact
your child’s teacher.
 
Thank you,
The Kindergarten Team

1ST GRADE NEWS
Your scholars are falling into reading, and we need your support and help at home to ensure
their growth! Scholars are learning to retell stories and determine a central message or lesson
of that story in Reading. Later in the month, they will also learn to use illustrations and details
in a story to describe its characters, setting, or event. Please practice these strategies with
your scholar during their daily read by having them ask and answer questions based on their
reading. In Writing, scholars will continue their learning about how to write informative pieces
as well as participate in shared research to write about a topic. In grammar, scholars will be
learning how to identify, recognize and explain verbs. In Science, scholars will be expanding
their learning on weather. In Social Studies, scholars will learn about some famous historical
�gures such as Thomas Jefferson, Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and Sacagawea. In Math,



scholars are going to continue to learn how to extend their counting sequence to 120,
understand the value of pennies and dimes, as well as interpret data. Please, work with your
scholars on counting to 120 daily! We appreciate all your support! If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact your scholar's teacher.
 
Thank you, 
The 1st Grade Team

2ND GRADE NEWS
Happy Fall Second Grade Families! In literacy, knowing sight words will help our students read
with �uency and understand the written texts. In Math, we will apply different strategies to add
and subtract numbers within 100. In Science, we will explain the physical attributes of stars
(temperature, size, color, and brightness). This unit also includes the solar system, the moon,
and patterns in nature. In Social Studies, we are learning the fascinating history of two
Georgia’s Native American tribes: the Creek and the Cherokee. We will also learn about
Sequoyah.
 
Thank you,
The 2nd Grade Team

3RD GRADE NEWS
Can you believe that we are already �nished with the �rst nine weeks of school? We still have
a lot of work ahead of us, but with the instruction from our super teachers, and the continued
support from our fabulous parents, our students will undoubtedly be successful.
 
A message from Language Arts Teachers and Social Studies Teachers:
In Reading, we have just concluded a unit with informational text, and we are now moving back
to literary standards. We will work on analyzing story elements and learn strategies to help us
comprehend what we read. In writing, we are concluding our focus with opinion essays in
ThinkCerca. Parents you may view your child’s grades and writing pieces in step 6 of
ThinkCerca. The module is called Homework Questions. We will now revisit narrative writing.
We will place a heavy focus on including dialogue and strong sensory details in our writing
pieces. In social studies, we just �nished our unit on American Indians and where they settled
in America. We will now begin learning about European Exploration.
 
A message from Math and Science Teachers:
In math, we have just �nished our �rst unit. This unit covered rounding to the nearest ten and
hundreds place, two and three-digit addition and subtraction within 1000, and interpreting
picture graphs, bar graphs, and line plots. You may view your child’s assessment score on
SchoolNet through Classlink. Please begin encouraging your child to practice making equal
groups with different household items. This can be coins, marshmallows, toothpicks, etc. This
will help support your child as we move into unit 2. Unit 2 will begin to focus on multiplication
and division. In the area of science, we have completed Unit 1. This unit focused on the



habitats of Georgia, as well as adaptations that help animals survive in their habitats such as
camou�age and mimicry. The students really enjoyed this unit. We will begin focusing on
rocks and soil.
 
Always remember, we are a team, and we are dedicated to help. Never hesitate to reach out to
your child’s teacher via email or remind.
 
Thank you,
The 3rd Grade Team

4TH GRADE NEWS
HAPPY OCTOBER! As a reminder, our school day begins at 7:35 am sharp and attendance is
extremely important. Please continue to encourage your child to get up early and come to
school on time. The 4th Grade Team will continue reviewing routines and procedures to
ensure welcoming classroom environments. Continue encouraging your child in this endeavor.
 
Thank you, 
The 4th Grade Team - Mrs. Webb, Ms. Jackson, Mrs. Lucas, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Robinson-
Smith, and Mrs. Bethune
 
OCTOBER AT-A-GLANCE

MATH: Multiplication/Division and Fractions
READING: Story Elements, Mythology, and Compare/Contrast
SCIENCE: Solar System (Planets, Stars, Moon)
SOCIAL STUDIES: Constitutional Convention

5TH GRADE NEWS
As we bring the �rst quarter to a close, we ask that you continue to encourage your scholar to
do their best. We would also like for your help stress to the scholars to continue to show their
RISE BEHAVIOR daily. We have been very busy this past month. The scholars have been
learning many new concepts and reviewing some old ones. We have been working on various
comprehension skills in reading. In math we have being working on rounding and comparing
decimals. Please encourage your scholar to do their best on all assignments.
The AR Period B will start on October 10th and end November 18th, please encourage your
student to read at least 35 minutes every day.
 
Fall Break is October 3rd through October 7th. Have fun and get plenty of rest so that we may
�nish the semester strong. October 28th will be an Independent Learning Day (ILD). Students
will have learning activities to complete each day. Scholars will be giving explicit directions on
how to login and complete their work each day. As a reminder, please help motivate your
scholar each day for continued success. Encourage them to complete all daily assignments.
With your help, we look forward to a great second quarter.
 



Thank you,
The 5th Grade Team

The CJH Front O�ce Team stands on the front line daily, ready to serve our students and their
families. O�ce hours are from 7:00 am - 3:30 pm, Monday - Friday. You may contact the front
o�ce team at 770-483-4410 or by email.  
 
CJH Front O�ce Team
Mrs. Caryn Abraham, Front O�ce Clerk 
cabraham@rockdale.k12.ga.us
 
Mrs. Sonya Dill, Bookkeeper
sdill@rockdale.k12.ga.us
 
Ms. Japonica Jenkins, Secretary/Registrar
jjenkins@rockdale.k12.ga.us
 
Mrs. Paulina Jimenez, Front O�ce Clerk 
pjimenezramirez@rockdale.k12.ga.us

mailto:sdill@rockdale.k12.ga.us


We will always be happy to meet the clinic needs of our students. If you have any questions
for the clinic, please call the school and ask to speak to our School Nurse.
 
CJH School Nurse
Mrs. Terri Spieler
tspieler@rockdale.k12.ga.us 

We believe that children need healthy meals to learn. C.J. Hicks Elementary School offers
healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs $1.00 and lunch costs $2.10. Reduced price
is $.30 for breakfast and $.40 for lunch. Please take a few minutes each week to clear meal
charges as students with over $10 in negative balances will receive alternate meals. If you
have any questions regarding school meals, please call the school and ask to be transferred to
the cafeteria.
 
CJH Cafeteria Manager 
Mrs. Kimberly Barrett 

mailto:tspieler@rockdale.k12.ga.us
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We look forward to supporting our students and families throughout the school year. If you
have any questions about school policies and procedures, please contact our Parent Liaison.
Please also frequently visit the CJH webpage and check the Parents tab for information
exclusively for our families.
 
CJH Parent Liaison
Mrs. Dawn Smith
dawnsmith@rockdale.k12.ga.us 

@CJHicksElem

C.J. HICKS ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

1300 Pine Log Rd NE, Conyers, … cjhes@rockdale.k12.ga.us

770.483.4410 cjh.rockdaleschools.org
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